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The paper examines the formative phase of  Pyongyang’s diplomacy toward 
Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, and Mauritania through the lenses of  North Korean 

and little-known region were heavily shaped by the information transmitted 
by their Soviet bloc allies, and they showed less interest in the Maghreb than 
East Germany and North Vietnam. When they did develop a more distinctive 
attitude, the peculiar features of  their propaganda narratives often indicated 
a narrower and less empathetic perspective than East Germany’s. Subsequent 

other colonial and post-colonial countries were partially contradicted by 
Pyongyang’s own propaganda, whose wide swings between vocal solidarity and 
deafening silence revealed the conditional and selective nature of  North Korean 
solidarity. The prolonged news blackouts imposed upon Tunisia, Morocco, and 

the events in the Maghreb, and even to the very existence of  these nations, unless 
they could be presented in such a way that buttressed Pyongyang’s narratives 
of  militant anti-imperialist struggle. That is, the main thrust of  North Korea’s 
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rather than toward the countries as such. The contrast between Pyongyang’s 
strong preference for armed struggle and its limited ability to provide economic 

Germany in Algeria, but lagged behind it in Morocco and Tunisia.

Keywords: North Korea, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauritania, propaganda 
narratives

Introduction

the Mashriq (the eastern part of  the Arab world, such as Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and the Arabian 

the Cold War, though several authors who provided a comprehensive overview of  North 
Korean foreign policy correctly pointed out that Pyongyang’s involvement in Third World 
revolutions started with its recognition of  the Provisional Government of  the Algerian 
Republic (

aforesaid monographs made only a few brief  references to North Korea’s interactions with 
Tunisia and Morocco.1

sovereign states – from the following angles. 

1  (New York
Gills, 

, eds. Jae-kyu Park, Byung Chul Koh, and Tae-Hwan Kwak (Boulder, 

May 30, 2020, https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1693560784-973671832/trace-of-eternal-friendship-left-in-
faraway-algeria-and-mauritania/.
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attracted Pyongyang’s attention in a positive or negative way, which distinctions North 
Korean observers made between the three Maghreb states, and which factors facilitated or 

region with which Korean policy-makers lacked any prior contacts. It describes how 
Pyongyang’s Communist allies functioned as indispensable conduits during this process of  
political exploration.    

Second, the article examines how the North Korean media (especially 

or deliberately ignored the various political and military events that took place in the three 
, 

views of  the aforesaid events. Placing these observations into a theoretical framework, the 
conclusion explores whether the distortions that appeared in North Korea’s images of  the 

the motives behind these distortions.  
Third, the article seeks to identify the distinctive elements of  North Korea’s Maghreb 

policy by comparing it with the position of  other Communist regimes, instead of  placing 
it solely into the context of  inter-Korean rivalry. In particular, it uses the Maghreb-related 
articles of  

aspects of  
motivated by its perennial competition with West Germany as Pyongyang’s policies were 
driven by its rivalry with Seoul. 

Instead of  merely exploring a yet-untapped research niche, the article also aspires to 
provide a deeper insight into the core questions of  North Korean history and foreign policy. 

a distinctive attitude, and how this attitude differed from that of  the other Communist 

unusually strong, historically rooted anti-colonial and post-colonial solidarity (as Pyongyang’s 

The primary sources cited in this article were obtained and examined as follows: 
T

Korean names of  the Maghreb countries – ( (
( ( (

 articles (1945–
 issues, both stored at Kookmin University, 
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Tertitskiy and Peter Ward in the framework of  the Laboratory Program for Korean Studies 

published list (  1

Scanned volumes of  North Korea’s Central Yearbook, stored at Kookmin University, 

Program for Korean Studies. Of  the period under examination, only Volumes 1958–1959 
and 1961–1965 were available. 

Articles of   were downloaded from the fully complete online archives 
of  the newspaper (https://www.nd-archiv.de/
– such as 

a given period. Archived articles of  Hungarian newspapers (  and /
https://adt.arcanum.

com/en/  were 
obtained from the collection of  East China Normal University’s Cold War International 

articles about the examined subjects. The incomplete nature of  the Center’s  collection 
precluded a comprehensive statistical analysis along the same lines as applied to  
and .   

with the assistance of  Georgina Asfaw and Joseph Gilling. 

Pyongyang’s Oscillating Attitude Toward the Maghreb 

In the formative stage of  the North Korean regime and during the Korean War, the 

countries, no matter whether they were sovereign states or not. Under such conditions, 
the North Korean leadership’s views on the political developments in the Maghreb were 
expressed primarily through the party-controlled media, rather than by concrete actions. 
Thus, one may start examining the origins of  Pyongyang’s attitudes toward the Maghreb by 
subjecting the relevant articles of   to a statistical and thematical analysis.
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In light of  the central position that Algeria has occupied in North Korea’s Maghreb 
policy since the late 1950s, it may appear peculiar that in the early 1950s,  paid 
far less attention to the Algerian scene than Tunisia and Morocco. Having made only a 
few sporadic references to the Maghreb up to 1950, in 1951–1953 the newspaper carried 
a total of  eighty-seven articles focused on the aforesaid three countries. If  one takes into 
consideration that some articles covered multiple countries, the following observations 

nature: the bulk of  Tunisia-related articles appeared in 1952, only to be followed by a drastic 
slump in 1953, whereas the number of  articles on Morocco increased year by year. Still, 

 published only a handful of  scattered articles about Algeria, of  which just a few 

local labor movement and the activities of  the Algerian Communist Party (

reached particular intensity (e.g., the forceful replacement of  the Tunisian cabinet in March 

Arab states managed to place the Tunisian and Moroccan question on the agenda of  the 
2 

To explain why North Korea’s initial interest in the Maghreb countries showed such 

I compared the patterns observable in ’s articles on Algeria, Morocco, and 
Tunisia with the number and content of  ’s contemporaneous Maghreb-
related articles. Notably, both the total number of  

stood fairly close to the analogous data of  . The peaks and slumps of  North 
Korean and East German interest in Algerian, Moroccan and Tunisian developments largely 
paralleled each other, but 
local event than 

 devoted as many as 
seven articles to the crisis, whereas ’s two analogous articles were published as 
late as March 19-20.3

2 

, August 28, 1953, 4.
3 
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Algeria Morocco Tunisia M. and T. A. and T. A., M. and T.
RS RS RS RS RS RS

1951
Jan. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mar. 0 0 2 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Apr. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
May 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jun. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jul. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Aug. 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Sep. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 4 4 2 7 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
1952
Jan. 0 0 0 0 3 14 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 1 0 1 9 0 2 0 0 0 1
Mar. 1 0 0 0 4 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Apr. 2 0 0 0 12 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
May 1 0 0 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jun. 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jul. 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Aug. 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep. 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct. 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov. 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 5 2 9 5 1 5 0 0 0 1
Total 5 4 11 2 38 47 1 7 0 0 0 2
1953
Jan. 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mar. 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Apr. 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
May 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jun. 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jul. 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Aug. 0 0 3 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep. 0 0 2 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Oct. 0 0 4 2 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0
Nov. 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1 1 15 12 5 3 2 2 1 0 0 1

Table 1. Maghreb-related articles in  and , 1951–19534

, March 19, 1951, 4.
4 I am indebted to Lee Junhee for his assistance in identifying those  articles which covered multiple 

Maghreb countries. 
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The marked chronological and thematic similarities between the two newspapers’ 
Maghreb-related articles indicated that Pyongyang’s initial attitudes toward this faraway 

 and  published on the 

1951 were closely preceded by comparable articles in , and in January 1952, 
 emphatically quoted the Soviet newspaper’s assessment of  the Tunisian situation.5 

Seen through the lens of  Soviet geopolitical considerations, rather than North Korea’s 

 devoted 

and the Soviet bloc diplomats were well aware of  the NATO plans aimed at transforming 

Under such conditions, the Communist states had good reason to welcome any nationalist 

1952 noted with satisfaction that “the North African peoples’ movement for independence, 

6

Another peculiar feature of  ’s narrative was that its editors went to great 

the ideological perspective of  the Soviet leaders. ’s analytical concepts – such 
as its strong interest in the socio-economic dimension of  nationalist resistance – likewise 

7 

events in the Maghreb than ’s – may also be observed in Pyongyang’s initial 

rule, but it imposed a selective and manipulative narrative on the Algerian scene when it 
quoted a statement that the PCA Politburo issued about the events. By presenting the PCA’s 

5 

, January 30, 1952, 4. 
6 

7 
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standpoint as an authoritative assessment, the North Korean editors tacitly followed the 
example set by a  article dated ten days earlier, but effectively tiptoed around the fact 
that the PCA played no role whatsoever in the eruption of  the insurgency.8 In fact, the leaders 

9 Having carried two articles on the Algerian 

1955,  started to pay focused attention to Algeria only in September 1955, when 

Pyongyang’s attitude considerably differed from  ’s, for the latter published 
10 

expression in a long  article that provided a detailed overview of  Algeria’s 
geographical features, natural resources, population, and historical past, ostensibly in response 
to the inquiries of  readers unfamiliar with this faraway land. Notably, the article’s historical 
narrative started with the 19th

rather than the country’s cultural and religious peculiarities. Its author laid disproportionate 
emphasis on the PCA’s fairly limited contribution to Algeria’s liberation struggle, and insinuated 
that due to the growing U.S. economic and military presence in Algeria, the population now 

11 
By 1956–1957, Algeria had greatly overshadowed Tunisia and Morocco in 

war in Algeria, thus implying a North Korean preference for violent anti-colonial struggle. 
 carried no article about Mohammed V’s triumphant return from 

 devoted as many as ten articles to this 
important event.12 

War was bound to affect the neighboring Maghreb countries, too, but their renewed friction 

North Korea’s in particular. Seeking to persuade the U.S. to throw its weight behind his efforts 
to put a negotiated end to the war, Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba, the leader of  the 

8 , November 15, 1954, 4 

9  (Manchester: Manchester University 

10 
, November 5, 1954, 5.

11 
12 , November 16, 1955, 5.
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be put off  by their diplomatic presence in Tunis.13 In response to Tunisia’s recurring border 

Tunisia with arms.14 

directly inimical to Pyongyang’s aspirations.15  In 1957–1959, during the General Assembly’s 
annual debates over the Korean question, Tunisia’s UN delegate consistently supported the 
U.S.-backed draft resolutions which proposed that only a South Korean representative, rather 
than the representatives of  both Koreas, be invited to attend the debate, thus expressing an 

16      

army was far easier to present in a form compatible with Pyongyang’s dominant propaganda 

to the Algerian labor unions – a gesture that nevertheless paled in comparison with the 

the same enemy.17  
The unusually high number of  Algeria-related articles that  published in 

18

international context, since the delegates – a group of  students headed by Mohamed Khemisti 
– visited China and North Vietnam, too. In the latter countries, they were received even by 
Prime Minister Zhou Enlai and President Ho Chi Minh, respectively, whereas the highest-

13 

14 Stanley Shaloff, ed., 

15 , November 19, 1957, 4. 
16 United Nations, , 90.
17 

Ngoc H. Huynh, “
Algerian Relations (1946–

18 
, April 10, 1957, 4.
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19 

1956 1957
Algeria Morocco Tunisia Algeria Morocco Tunisia

Jan. 3 0 0 3 0 0
0 0 0 6 0 0

Mar. 0 3 1 2 1 1
Apr. 1 3 0 15 0 1
May 1 0 1 3 0 0
Jun. 5 2 0 1 0 0
Jul. 2 1 1 7 0 0

Aug. 0 0 0 1 0 1
Sep. 1 0 0 4 0 0
Oct. 5 1 0 4 1 1
Nov. 2 1 0 10 0 2

3 0 0 11 1 1
Total 23 11 3 67 3 7

Table 2. Maghreb-related articles in , 1956–1957 

At the 1st

like their Soviet, Chinese, Egyptian, and Tunisian counterparts, held mass rallies to express 
their solidarity with Algeria.20 Nonetheless, this impressive concord between Pyongyang’s 
various partners began to disintegrate within barely half  a year, compelling the KWP leaders 

 had started monitoring the North African 

 
Pyongyang Caught Between the FLN’s Sponsors

 reported that the Algerian nationalist leaders 
contemplated establishing a provisional government, but they had not decided yet which 
Arab country should host it.21 By mid-1958, the latter question became a matter of  increasing 

19 , July 22, 1957, 1 
 

20 

 30, no. 1/2 

21 
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hold a referendum in Algeria, but they were caught between the competing interests and 

just expressed its solidarity with each of  the three Arab countries involved. 

22 In June-August 1958, however, a growing 

the latter unsuccessfully pressured them to side with him against Bourguiba, who broke 
diplomatic relations with the UAR in October.23   

dramatic reversal of  its earlier sympathetic focus on Tunisia,  abruptly imposed 
a news blackout, and failed to publish any Tunisian-related article from June 24, 1958 until 

other Communist states. In light of  Pyongyang’s persistent efforts to win Nasser’s friendship 
24

fairly predictable, all the more so because the Soviet bloc countries unambiguously preferred 
Nasser over Bourguiba. Nevertheless, , unlike , refrained from 

woes of  the Arab world.25        

September 22, preceded only by the UAR, Morocco, and a few other Arab states.26 In 
contrast, the USSR and its East European satellites adopted an evasive attitude toward the 
GPRA’s increasingly insistent requests for diplomatic recognition, and preferred to maintain 

22

23 

24 

25 , October 18, 1958, 5.
26 
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organs.27

on  September 25, it granted  recognition to the GPRA.28 Subsequent North Korean 
propaganda would falsely claim that “when the Provisional Government of  the Algerian 

29 
In reality, Pyongyang’s action seems to have been inspired by China’s example, since 

 had mentioned the Chinese recognition of  the GPRA a day before the KWP leaders 
30 

While the European Communist states feared that Paris might sever diplomatic relations with 

over Moscow.31     
North Korea’s quick recognition of  the GPRA must have made a favorable impression 

32 Nevertheless, Pyongyang continued to lag behind 

in North Korea took place as late as May 1960.33 North Korea’s Red Cross Society seems to 
have started providing humanitarian aid to Algerian refugees in March 1959, while its East 

34 In 

27 

28 
Archive, http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/121604. 

29 “Immortal Contributions to the African Countries’ Struggle for National Liberation and Building a New 
, April 17, 2017, https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1546674892-802640663/immortal-

contributions-to-the-african-countries%e2%80%99-struggle-for-national-liberation-and-building-a-new-
society/.

30 , September 
24, 1958, 4. 

31 

005582/2/1958.
32 

33 

34 
, November 25, 1957, 5. 
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by its absence.35

as Barry K. Gills suggested.36   
In the fall of  1959, the North Korean leaders once again found themselves on a 

Gaulle’s proposal were of  a reserved and ambiguous nature, on October 16 Beijing’s New 

37 In 
contrast, on October 31 Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev welcomed de Gaulle’s initiative, 

a peaceful way.38 
Much in the same way as they had acted in September 1958, the North Korean leaders 

implicitly sided with Beijing against Moscow. On November 3,  carried a long 
signed article that condemned de Gaulle’s proposal as a deceitful attempt to conceal his 

39

 – a theme to which  drew attention as early as 
November 1959 – until the 40 

over Algeria, and when the GPRA demonstratively engaged the Communist states to make 

35 
Archive, http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/121599.  

36 Gills, , 67.
37 Horne, , October 27, 1959, 25. 
38 , November 3, 1959, 4.  
39 , November 3, 

40 

, November 12, 1959, 7. 
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41 The extensive 

Pyongyangites to welcome the arriving delegation, a dinner hosted by Kim Il Sung, a joint 

welcome Krim received in China and North Vietnam in April-May 1960, but stood in a 
striking contrast with the single laconic article that  devoted to the visit of  

42  
Actually, the fact that Pyongyang proved more able to reach a consensus with the 

Krim’s delegation to express solidarity with the recent South Korean revolution against 
Syngman Rhee and demand the withdrawal of  U.S. troops from the ROK, but neither Krim 

sensitivities into consideration.43 
This is not to say that the KWP leaders’ views were fully in harmony with that of  their 

Algerian partners. The North Koreans seem to have been markedly less enthusiastic about 

East Germans. While  welcomed the prospect of  a negotiated peace and 
 refrained 

44

41 Jeffrey James Byrne,  (Oxford: Oxford 
, 224–25. 

42 
, ed. T’ongil 

, June 29, 1960, 1.  
43 

, ed. T’ongil Munhwa 

t

44 

, July 6, 1960, 4. 
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45 
But when the U.S. government attempted to mediate between the two sides by instructing 

ministers, the North Koreans seem to have been far more irritated by this unexpected 
turn of  events than their East European comrades.46 as well as various 

its potentially advantageous implications (such as the implicit recognition the U.S. thus 
granted to the GPRA, and the friction that this initiative might generate between Paris and 

47 In contrast, 

48  

 continued to lay a strong emphasis on the theme of  armed struggle, as it 
carried eighteen articles (that is, two and a half  times as many as 

realities, since “once President de Gaulle had conceded the principle of  self-determination 

Army seriously, and instead began to rely mainly upon political and diplomatic methods and 
49

stage,  covered the progress of  the negotiations almost on a daily basis. In 
contrast, 

50 

45 
, April 7, 

1961, 1. 
46 

, April 5, 1961, 13. 
47 

, April 6, 1961, 3. 
48 

49 Edgar O’Ballance, ,
50 

, March 15, 1962, 4.
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51

Pyongyang’s Preference for Morocco over Tunisia 

anti-colonial struggle largely paid off  as far as Algeria was concerned. Badly in need of  
international support, the GPRA was willing to reciprocate Pyongyang’s militant solidarity 

delegation eagerly inquired about North Korea’s wartime military experiences, but showed 
little interest in discussing economic issues.52 In contrast, the post-colonial Tunisian and 
Moroccan governments, understandably enough, were strongly concerned to obtain external 
development assistance – a factor that helps to explain why East Germany, having been 
overtaken by Pyongyang in Algeria, was more able to gain a foothold in these two countries 

“neither diplomatic nor consular relations were acceptable but that a trade mission would 

mission refused, it was up to them to increase West Germany’s trade with Tunisia so as to 
53 In May 1960, the Tunisian government 

Tunis was concluded as late as 1981.54 Thus, Tunisia’s focus on drawing concrete economic 

assistance Tunisia might have wanted to ensure by stimulating competition between Seoul 
and Pyongyang.

When Morocco signed trade agreements with East Germany in June 1959 and August 

51 , March 22, 

52 

, 11.
53 

54 
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1960, the West German ambassador in Rabat likewise attributed these steps to the government’s 

55 As far as practical assistance was concerned, Morocco 

truckloads of  humanitarian aid as early as March 7, its North Korean counterpart followed 
suit as late as mid-April. In any case, ’s coverage of  the earthquake was limited 

articles to the catastrophe, giving a vivid picture of  the human toll and the relief  efforts.56  

post-colonial Tunisian and Moroccan administrations than with the Algerian guerrilla leaders. 
Bourguiba in particular was prone to take diplomatic steps that were hardly compatible with 

but as early as March 1958, the KWP leaders implicitly expressed a less favorable assessment 
of  Tunisia than of  the Moroccan kingdom.57

the list of  those countries whose heads of  state and prime ministers received ceremonial 
greetings from their North Korean counterparts on their national holidays, whereas Tunisia 

58 Pyongyang’s reserved attitude was not 

in March 1958, both Mao Zedong and Soviet leader Kliment Voroshilov sent greetings to 
Bourguiba.59

have been inspired by the recent divergence of  their positions on the Korean question. In 
January 1957, both countries had voted for the U.S.-backed UN draft resolutions on Korea, 
but in November 1957, Morocco switched to abstention, whereas Tunisia clung to its pro-

55 
56 

, April 

, March 8, 1960, 5.
57 

.
58 

, March 21, 1958, 1.
59 

, March 25, 1958, 19. 
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ROK stance. By doing so, Tunisia adopted a more pro-American standpoint on Korea than 
on the Chinese question, since during the General Assembly’s September 1957 debate over 
China’s representation in the UN, the Tunisian delegate abstained from voting instead of  
siding with the U.S. Possibly this is why Mao sent a greeting to Bourguiba, but Kim Il Sung 
did not.60

promptly condemned61

July-August 1958, both Morocco’s Consultative Assembly and the country’s UN delegate 
protested against the intervention, and Prime Minister Ahmed Balafrej started talks with 

initiative that soon caught ’s attention. In contrast, Bourguiba readily endorsed 
Washington’s action.62 This new manifestation of  Tunisia’s pro-American stance, combined 

Korean authorities’ decision to impose a fourteen-month blackout on news about Tunisia. 
’s long silence covered Bourguiba’s 

63 In practice, however, this step meant a switch to the dollar 
market, i.e., a development hardly in accordance with Pyongyang’s traditionally anti-American 
Middle East policy.64 Worse still, Tunisian-Egyptian relations remained tense throughout 
1960, as Bourguiba rebuffed Nasser’s tentative attempts at reconciliation.65 Probably this is 
why  soon re-imposed its news blackout on Tunisia, publishing only a single 
article about the country between September 11, 1959 and July 23, 1961. 

, but when it 
did so, it expressed the leadership’s standpoint in the form of  a signed three-column article 

60 United Nations, , 
90, 97.

61 Gills, , 68.
62 

, August 8, 1958, 4 (translated by Hanna 

63 , August 24, 1959, 4.
64 

, August 21, 1959, 1. 
65 
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Thereafter Pyongyang added Tunisia to the list of  those countries whose heads of  state 
received ceremonial greetings from their North Korean counterparts on their national 
holidays (in contrast, East Germany’s President Wilhelm Pieck had sent a message of  greetings 

66

67

overture toward Bourguiba no longer ran the risk of  alienating Nasser.68 

resentment among the Tunisian leaders (an issue  observed as early as July 24, 
196169 70 

71 
Nonetheless, the Tunisian government continued to give North Korea the cold 

shoulder as far as practical cooperation was concerned. Charged with the task of  establishing 

readiness to discuss the Korean situation in depth, and turned down his initiative on the 
grounds that Tunisia did not intend to enter into diplomatic relations with states divided by the 
Cold War. The ambassador attempted to counter this argument by pointing out that Tunisia 
did maintain ambassadorial relations with West Germany, but to no avail. The Tunisians 

66 , July 

, March 21, 1959, 5.  
67 

.
68 

69 
, July 24, 1961, 4.

70 

71 United Nations General Assembly 15th th Meeting, April 12, 1961, United Nations 

 
Chungang T’ongsinsa, , 474.  
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were less dismissive toward his proposal to initiate commercial exchanges, but instead of  

d’affaires in Prague.72  pointedly 

independent Algeria.73 

Pyongyang Between Morocco and Mauritania

toward the U.S. intervention in Lebanon than by Tunisia’s. In 1957–1960,  
did present the newly independent Moroccan state as a nation whose legitimate aspirations 

74 Actually, North Korea’s ideologically inspired focus on these disputes was fairly 

government was still reluctant to endorse the irredentist demands voiced by Istiqlal’s radical 

the UN on October 14, 1957, was closely followed by a neutralist shift in its attitude toward 
Korea at the UN General Assembly meeting of  November 29, 1957.75 

In light of  Pyongyang’s overall sympathy for Morocco’s nationalist aspirations, it was 
fairly paradoxical that the KWP leaders made no public effort to exploit the favorable 

UN, Morocco attempted to block its admission, and its efforts were initially supported 
by Moscow. At two successive UN meetings (Political Committee, November 15–26, 

72 

73 

74 

75  15, 

, 90.
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admission.76

chagrin of  Rabat.77 Under these conditions, Morocco’s Korea policy moved further away 
from the American position and closer to the Soviet one. In late 1960, a Moroccan diplomat 

78 On April 10, 1961 (i.e., a few days before the 

the view that the representatives of  both Koreas be invited to take part in the debate over 
the Korean question, and explained his stance by recalling “the problems created for his 

79 Thus, the Moroccan-Mauritanian dispute was at least 
temporarily advantageous to North Korea’s interests, but Pyongyang made no attempt to 
woo Morocco by expressing public support for its territorial claims. On the contrary, 

 – unlike 
– pointedly ignored the dispute throughout its entire duration, nor did it publish any article 

that it reached agreement with Nouakchott on the establishment of  diplomatic relations.80 
 made no 

reference to this breakthrough, though it triumphantly reported Mongolia’s simultaneous 
admission.81 (Actually, the two events were directly interrelated, because at the UNSC session 
of  October 25, 1961, the USSR tacitly consented to Mauritania’s UN membership in exchange 
for Mongolia’s entry.82  adopted a peculiar hedging position, because 
it did not acknowledge Morocco’s territorial claims, but by ignoring the very existence of  
Mauritania, it implicitly questioned its statehood.  

Unlike 

76 

77 

78 

79 United Nations General Assembly 15th rd

80 

, November 15, 1964, 1. 
81 

82 
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Mauritania among the newly independent African countries, that is, they did not question its 
statehood. Still, the Yearbook likewise refrained from covering the Moroccan-Mauritanian 
dispute, though its editors were undoubtedly aware of  the problem, since Volume 1962 
made a brief  reference to the diplomatic row that the Tunisian recognition of  Mauritania’s 
independence triggered between Tunis and Rabat.83 

It appears likely that the KWP leaders dodged this thorny issue because it would have 
been diplomatically disadvantageous to take sides in a dispute that pitted the Arab states (all 

narrative.84 Their attitude toward the Moroccan-Mauritanian dispute had so much in common 
with China’s similarly evasive approach that they must have gained some inspiration from it, 

85 
Notably, Pyongyang forged diplomatic ties with Nouakchott only after Algeria, Egypt, 

86

Soviet-Mauritanian relations.87 Providing an introductory overview for a readership hitherto 
blissfully unaware of  the existence of  this troublesome country, in November 1964 

88 

problem may have ultimately affected their efforts to gain a foothold in Morocco. As 

ambassadorial relations with Hanoi – a fact the North Koreans were clearly aware of.89 In 
83 , 477.
84 

85 

on the Morocco-Mauritania dispute, although New China News Agency did report Mauritania’s admission to 

86 

87 
.

88 
89 

, 477.
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yielded little if  any tangible result.  laconically reported that the two sides 

Morocco.90 Hassan II, the successor of  Mohammed V, warmly welcomed Yi’s proposal to 
forge diplomatic relations, but when the North Koreans attempted to translate his promise 

The frustrated North Koreans concluded that “the king skillfully maneuvers between the 
socialist and imperialist camps, and voices pleasant, nice phrases for popular consumption, 

91

Morocco’s marked preference for Hanoi over Pyongyang was all the more conspicuous 
because the UAR leaders treated Khiem and Yi in an even-handed manner, offering consular-
general relations to both Communist states.92 The fact that South Vietnam had opened 
an embassy in Rabat as early as 1960 created a precedent for granting identical status to 
Hanoi, whereas South Korean-Moroccan talks on diplomatic relations were still in progress 

handedness.93

an ephemeral phenomenon. The Moroccan leaders, having agreed to forge ties with Hanoi, 
soon started to drag their feet. In 1962, a North Vietnamese diplomat arrived in Rabat to 
set up an embassy, but the host authorities kept him waiting for over a year, only to abruptly 
expel him in the end.94 

The apparent inconsistencies in Morocco’s attitude towards Pyongyang and Hanoi may 
be better understood if  one takes into consideration that the reversal of  Moscow’s Mauritania 
policy must have disappointed the Moroccan leaders, and probably dissuaded them from 

1961, the Soviet bloc delegates no longer opposed the admission of  Mauritania but abstained 
from voting, lest they hinder the admission of  Mongolia. Since this episode occurred after 
Khiem’s visit but before Yi’s, it may explain why the Moroccan authorities treated the latter 

90  kongdong 

91 

5/bf, 007486/1961.
92 

93 
.

94 
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delegation colder than the former.95

no longer supported the Soviet position on Korea but reverted to its customary abstention.96 
In May-July 1962, the end of  the Algerian War led to a further shift in Morocco’s foreign 

the CIA observed, “removed the principal deterrent – Morocco’s forthright aid to the 

fore.97

of  economic agreements with Paris.98

achieved a dominant position in the Moroccan leadership, whereupon the sidelined Istiqlal 
sought to forge ties with the U.S. embassy. In July 1962, Morocco’s territorial claims to Algeria’s 
Tindouf  province triggered a border clash between the two Maghreb states, foreshadowing 
the Sand War of  September-October 1963.99 But from North Korea’s perspective, the 
most adverse aspect of  Hassan II’s new foreign policy was that on July 6, 1962, Morocco 
established ambassadorial relations with South Korea.100 The KWP leaders had every reason 

101

 failed to publish any article on Morocco until March 3, 1963.102 

Conclusion

In several important respects, Pyongyang’s early encounters with the three Maghreb countries 
foreshadowed the patterns of  its post-1962 relations with the region. The North Korean 
media showed a manifest preference for Algeria over Morocco and Tunisia as early as 1956–
1957, and especially in the second half  of  the Algerian War – a preference mirrored by the 
divergent attitudes the Maghreb countries displayed toward the two Koreas. Pyongyang’s 
vocal solidarity with the Algerian guerrillas and the spectacular features of  Krim Belkacem’s 

95 United Nations, 

96 United Nations, , 
137.  

97 
March 22, 1963, 1, CERR, https:/
pdf, 2. 

98 
171604 001.

99 

100 
101 , May 10, 1962, 3. 
102 , May 13, 1962, 3.
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visit in North Korea stood in a sharp contrast with ’s deafening silence on 

respectively. Both Morocco and Tunisia established ambassadorial relations with Seoul long 
before they forged such ties with Pyongyang, whereas Algeria would keep its distance from 
the ROK until 1990.103 

and Tunisia had much in common with the Maghreb policy of  the Soviet bloc states (whose 

special features. Notably, East Germany’s trade representatives faced restrictive measures in 
post-colonial Algeria in the same period when their North Korean comrades were allowed 

104 Algeria’s peculiar preference 

as North Korea’s early recognition of  the GPRA. At the same time, Algeria’s post-colonial 
partnership with Pyongyang was overshadowed by its even closer ties with Hanoi, a situation 
whose origins could also be traced back to the events of  1956–1959.   

In the initial phase of  their Maghreb policy, the North Korean leaders showed perceptibly 
 

the start of  the Algerian insurgency, the return of  Mohammed V, and the Agadir earthquake 
than 

the MENA region, lacking experience in Arab-Islamic studies, and highly dependent on 
the factual information and analytical concepts supplied by its Soviet and Chinese allies – 
happened to be a latecomer as far as the Maghreb was concerned. Still, these facts revealed 

traditionally motivated by an especially strong solidarity with other colonial and post-colonial 
nations.105

The North Korean media inspected this  through multiple distortion 
lenses that were constructed partly by their Soviet/Chinese sources and partly by the 

103 

104 

105 

149



was disproportionately focused on those episodes of  Maghrebi politics when the local 

preoccupation that helps to explain why  neglected Algeria until the start of  

military operations even in those periods when political negotiations came to the fore, why its 

extreme lengths to conceal those disputes that pitted the North African states against each 
other, rather than against the Western powers.

In essence, Pyongyang’s dominant narratives presented the Maghreb as yet another 

cultural features. Notably, the North Korean delegation attending the AAPSO conference in 
Cairo effectively used the Algerian War as a stick to beat Pyongyang’s own enemy when 

106

Yearbooks meticulously described the geographical, climatic, and economic conditions of  the 
various Third World states, the brief  historical overviews they provided were near-exclusively 
focused on the colonial and post-colonial periods. Volume 1959 constituted a partial exception, 

its chapter on Algeria began with a brief  reference to the period of  Ottoman rule, and 
107 In a 

th century, showing cavalier disregard for the 
long-standing existence of  the pre-colonial Moroccan state.108 Ironically, the North Koreans 
subjected the Maghreb countries to the same treatment that they themselves had experienced 
from the Soviet bloc media. In 1947–1950, the Hungarian newspapers seeking to inform their 
readers about little-known, faraway Korea routinely started their narrative with a reference 
to Japanese colonial rule and the wartime Soviet liberation, disregarding the fact that the 
existence of  Korean statehood long predated the Japanese conquest.109

Thus, the Maghreb image constructed by North Korea’s propaganda narratives was 

Arab-Islamic societies. The latter portrayals were prone to highlight the exotic otherness of  
Arab-Islamic traditions, juxtaposing them with Western/Korean values and customs, and 

106 Central Intelligence Agency, “The Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference: An Analysis of  Communist Strategy and 

107 , 57, 180, 186.
108 
109 , June 27, 1950, 2.
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presenting these contrasts as evidence of  cultural incompatibility and/or inequality. Through 
the creation of  such binary models, Orientalist narratives simultaneously outlined the 
peculiarities of  the Oriental Other and the distinctiveness of  the Self.110 Notably, E. Taylor 
Atkins, a scholar who had serious reservations about the Saidian theory of  Orientalism, made 
compatible observations in his study on Japanese perceptions of  colonial Korea:   

they really were, if  they indeed were encountering their own primitive selves.111

In contrast, North Korean propaganda presented Western imperialism, rather than the Arab-
Islamic societies, as the hostile Other, and selectively focused on those aspects of  Maghrebi 
politics that were most compatible with Pyongyang’s own ideological theses (like the episodes 

112

realities of  the Maghreb to prevent any transformation of  the state’s entrenched dominant 

existed more between the regime-controlled media and its domestic audience than between 

takes place according to the writer’s own system of  value. Interpretation of  the scene 

the other.113

110 Edward W. Said, 

111 E. Taylor Atkins,  (Berkeley: University of  

112 Taylor Atkins,  3.
113  

151



North Korean media practices – especially the prolonged, all-encompassing news blackouts 

no intrinsic news value to the events occurring in the Maghreb, and even to the very existence 
of  these countries, unless they could be presented in such a way that buttressed Pyongyang’s 
narratives of  militant anti-imperialist struggle. North Korea’s inclination to assess Arab-
Islamic realities in terms of  its own value-preferences was succinctly expressed by Kim 

leaders pursued a vague, protean policy, as they professed their commitment to socialism, but 
wanted to build a distinctive brand of  socialism that would be compatible with Islam. As he 
put it, “One can build socialism only on the basis of  the principles of  Marxism-Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism, and this theoretical basis has little if  anything in common 

114 
All in all, it seems that the narratives stressing North Korea’s historically rooted 

World nationalism, were partially contradicted by Pyongyang’s own propaganda, i.e., the 
very sphere in which Communist party-states traditionally expressed their transnational 
solidarity.115

Middle East and North Africa were heavily shaped by the factual information and analytical 
concepts transmitted by their Soviet bloc allies, and when they did start to form a more 
distinctive attitude toward the Maghreb, this attitude initially showed a perceptible Chinese 

than, say, East Germany’s. The wide swings between vocal solidarity and deafening silence 
– a phenomenon particularly conspicuous in ’s articles on Tunisia, but also 

negotiating efforts – revealed the conditional and selective nature of  North Korean solidarity. 
One may say that the main thrust of  Pyongyang’s solidarity was directed toward certain 
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